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MEETING OF SOCIETY IN JUNE 
TO HONOR CUSTOM HOUSE ARCHITECT 


The Society is planning a program in June 
to honor Robert Mills, architect of New 
London's Custom House, which has emerged 
from its grimy 122-year-old coat after a> 
steam cleaning. Mills, the designer of 
many federal buildings and monuments, was 
an early proponent of safety and fire- 
proofing, and was well ahead of his time 
in his designs for penal institutions. 

It seems fitting to celebrate in this way 
the rejuvenation of the Custom House, 
built in 1833, which has been termed "an 
excellent example of Mills's small federal, 
buildings," 


To allow for a number larger than can be 
accommodated at the Shaw Mansion, it has 
been decided to hold a luncheon meeting 

at a local hotel on June 26. Lunch will 
be served at one o'clock, with the pro- 

gram immediately following. 


Agnes Gilchrist, President of the Society 
of Architectural Historians, has accented 
the Society's invitation to speak, Her 
subject will concern Mills's contributions 
to American architecture, Mrs. Gilchrist 
is an authority on this period, and is the 
author of "William Strickland, Architect 
and Engineer, 1788-1854," published in 
1950 by the University of Pennsylvania 
Press. She will speak for half an hour, 


The program will also include brief talks 
to be announced later. This part of the 
program will end about three o'clock, 


Harry Tietjen, Collector of Customs for 
New London, has graciously offered to 
open the Custom House for the afternoon. 
Mr, John S,. Zukowski of the Custom House 
staff will welcome the guests there, and 
will display the volume of original draw- 
ings for the building by Mills. 


The Society will also open its doors for 
the afternoon. Arrangements are being 
mede to have on exhibition a small col- 
Lection of drawings and photographs of 
other works by Mills. It is particularly 
appropriate that this year should see 


some recognition of Mills, for it is the 


centennial of his death, which occurred 
on March 3, 1855. 


Coffee will be served at the Mansion from 
four to six. Plans for the luncheon are 
not yet complete, but every effort will 
be made to keep the cost under three dol- 
lars. First chance at reservations will 
be given to the members of the Society. 
However, a deadline will be set, after 
which others who are interested will be 
invited to attend. An announcement with 
a reservation card will be sent out to 
the members in due time, 


It is hoped that the exhibitions at the 


ARY.: 


Shaw Mansion and the Custom House may con- 
tinue through July in order that visitors 
with an interest in architecture may be 
given an opportunity to view them, 


OTHERS CONTRIBUTE TO JOHNSTON BACKGROUND 


More light has been thrown on William 
Johnston, the painter of Lucretia and Mary 
ohaw, by two articles in the Connecticut 
Historical Society Bulletin and the New 
Haven Colony Historical Society Journal. 
Thompson Harlow of Hartford and Ralph 
Thomas of New Haven present the accumula- 
tion of evidence which led to the attri- 
bution to William Johnston of the portraits 
shown at the Connecticut Society this 
winter. Included among these was Mary 
Deshon (Mrs. Samuel Wheat) owned by the 
Lyman Allyn Museum, It seems entirely 
probable that there are more Johnston 
paintings in New London, and all three so- 
cieties would be interested in learning of 
them. Robert ©. Vose, Jr. contributes an 
article on Johnston's style to the Connec-. 
ticut Bulletin, which would help in the re- 
cognition. 


It was with regret that the invitation to 
send Lucretia and Mary to the exhibition 

was refused. We felt, however, that our 

Society was bound to the New York Histor- 
ical Society until after the publication 

of our article about these paintings. 


Copies of the Connecticut, New Haven and 
New York publications are at the Shaw Man- 
sion and may be borrowed for short periods, 


GUN EXPERTS CARING FOR 
SOCIETY'S FIREARMS COLLECTION 


Two good friends of the Society, Dr. Horace 
L. Westcott and Mr. Rutherford Burdick, 
have volunteered their services to examine 
and care for the small collection of fire- 
arms at the Mansion, These gentlemen are 
drawing on their expert knowledge to clean 
and preserve, catalog and arrange an in- 
teresting display of the muskets, swords, 
powder horns and other military objects 
that have always proved a source of tre- 
mendous appeal to the masculine visitors 
from the age of six onward. It is hoped 
that a formal listing of these firearms 
and related accessories may be made. Each 
object holds within itself a fascinating 
Story. 


The voluntary services of these good friends 


. Chappell. 


_ed in colonial cap and gown, 


suggest that there is more talent avail- 
able for useful disposition in improving 
the appearance and condition of other 
collections. We hope that any members 
with special skills and interests will 
get in touch with the President or the 
Secretary by letter or by telephone and 
indicate their willingness to help. 


FEBRUARY OPEN HOUSE 
ATTRACHED MANY VISITORS 


One hundred and forty-two guests signed 
the register at the Shaw Mansion on 
Washington's Birthday. The parlors, the 
Washington Room and the upper hall were 
filled with visitors, and the Whaling 
Room attracted its usual quota of en- 
thusiasts. 


A special display of the letters written 
by General Washington to Nathaniel Shaw, 
Jr., and a journal listing materials sup- 
plied by the Shaws and other local mer- 
chants for the building of Fort Trumbull 
drew the serious students of history. A 
large engraving of the work of the 19th 
century painter, Daniel Huntington, show-— 
ing "Lady Washington's Reception Day," 
graced the wall of the office. This en- 
eraving is the gift of Mrs. Henry C. 

A handsome Eli Terry shelf 
clock, the gift of Mr, and Mrs. Richard 
C. Newcomb, occupied the center of the 
marble mantel in the office. This 8-day 
clock, with its rare wooden mechanism, 
was made in Thomaston (then called Ply-— 
mouth) between 1820-30, 


The beautiful mahogany bedroom furniture, 
the recent gift of Miss Henrietta C. 
Bartlett of New Haven, was set up in the 
Washington Room in time for this holiday 
showing, and it lent richness and solidity 
to the most visited room in the house. 
Mrs. K. Barry Dench contributed the sur- 
prise of the afternoon as she sat knitting 
in a rocker in the Washington Room, dress- 
Her likeness 
to the ladies of long ago was so striking 
that a tiny miss asked her shyly, "Are 
you Mrs. Washington?" Miss Ruth W. New- 


- comb was also attired charmingly in a 


period gown, 


Coffee, tea and cakes were served from the 
flower decked dining table by Mrs. Herbert 
G. Huntley and members of her refreshment 
committee, 


- HAVE YOU CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE CAULKINS PORTRAIT FUND? 


Ralph Earl's portrait of New London's 
Pember Caulkins has been occupying a por- 
tion of the west wall in the long parlor 

at the Shaw Mansion for several months. It 
is hoped that many of our members have taken 
advantage of the opportunity to view this 
fine example of a master painter's art. 
This portrait of a relative by marriage of 
the Shaw-Perkins family has been loaned by 
a Boston dealer to stimulate interest in 
its purchase by our membership. We hope 
that you will want to do your bit to make 
it possible for the Society to retain this 
picture permanently. Pember Caulkins 
belongs in New London---~in the Shaw Mansion. 
Contributions in any amount will be: welcome. 
Checks should be made payable to the New 
London County Historical Society and mailed 
to 11 Blinman Street, New London, Conn. 


SALE OF CHRISTMAS GREENS 
TO AID CAULKINS PORTRAIT FUND 


The House and Grounds Committee, with the 
cooperation of the members of the New Lon- 
don Garden Club, will hold its annual 
Christmas Greens sale at the Shaw Mansion 
in the middle of December. Mrs. W. Ellery 
Allyn, chairman of the committee, has an- 
nounced that the proceeds from this sale 
will be donated to the Society's fund for 
the purchase of the portrait of Pember 
Caulkins by Ralph Earl, which is now on 
exhibition at the Mansion. 


The Greens Sale is always anticipated eager- 
Ly by the Society's membership and friends. 
Members of the Garden Club are showing once 
again the fine cooperative spirit which has 
resulted in the gardens and tree plantings 
that contribute so much beauty to the Man- 
sion in the middle of the town, The in- 
vitation that is always extended to the 
residents of the area to visit the gardens 
at tulip time and at other seasons of the 
year has increased the Society's roster of 
friends immeasurably. 


We take this opportunity to express the 
Society's appreciation of this latest 
friendly act. It is a contribution to a 
worthy cause, and a reminder of the spirit 
of mutual helpfulness which is essential 
to a successful program. 
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LEAGUE OF HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 
TO MEET AT CHESHIRE MAY 14 


A most stimulating meeting is promised the 
- member societies of the Connecticut League 


of Historical Societies on May 14 at Che- 
Your society's membership in the 
League entitles you to attend these gather- 
ings. Only a few of the Society's members 
have attended in the past, but those who 


- go find the programs of great interest. 


Registration for the May meeting is at the 


Congregational Church in Cheshire from 


_ The welcome is scheduled for 
10 o'clock by Mr. Edward Gumprecht, past 
president of the society, followed by the 
annual business meeting. From 11:30 to 
12:15 two discussion groups will meet. 
Mr. Alexander Vietor of the New daven 
Colony Historical Society will lead a 
group on "Acquisition Policies for His- 
torical Societies," and Mr. Thomas D. 
Williams of Litchfield will guide one on 
"The Care and Identification of Pewter." 
So far as time permits, Mr. Williams will 
discuss individual pieces brought by 
members. 


Lunch is scheduled at 12:15, The Cheshire 
Society will serve coffee and dessert to 
supplement the members! box lunches. The 
afternoon session will get under way at 
1:15 with a historical sketch of Cheshire 
by Dr. Robert J. Craig, Presidant of the 
Cheshire society. From 1:30 to 2 Mrs. 
Bradford Tilney of Cheshire will speak on 
the Colonial Dames of America project of 
the recording of early American portraits. 
At 2 o'clock two noted Cheshire gardens 
Will be open for visits. Mrs. Ellen 
Carder's primula display and Mrs. Stephen 
Clark's tulips will share the honors for 
the afternoon tour. 


Members who plan to attend should notify 
Miss Clarke at the Mansion. The host 
society appreciates knowing how many to 
plan for. The drive to Cheshire from New 
London should take no longer than two 
hours. The route through Colchester, 
Middletown and Meriden leads the traveler 
into some of the most beautiful rural 
sections of the state. The spring blos- 
soms are now at their loveliest. Surely 
this meeting provides an opportunity to 
get out and see a section of Connecticut 
that otherwise you might miss. 


A NOTE FOR THE RESEARCHER 


Do you realize that the Society receives 
the publications of many historical so- 
cCieties, near and far? These are avail- 
able for reference by the Society's member- 
ship. Beginning with the next issue of the 
Bulletin, outstanding articles in these 
exchange bulletins will be reported. 


There is much valuable information on 
matters of local interest tucked away in 
the pages of a monthly or quarterly bul~ 
letin. Some of these publications are 

more ambitious than others in their scope,._ 
but they all reflect the conscientious work 
of researchers who make availeble in Unies 
form the story of the past and the 
of the present. 
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU 


Sometimes it seems as if today's elaborate — 
technical devices for commmication are in- 
strumental in keeping people away from each 
other. We read in the daily paper about an 
injury to a former president of the Society. 
We receive a mimeographed eae of an an-. 
nouncement of a meeting. : 


This remote control of our communication 
with the world has its disadvantages. We - 
believe that more "live" meetings with the — 
membership, more personal exchanges of ideas 
and opinions would result in a more closely 
knit organization of people who feel that 
they are encouraged to share ideas with 
otners who are interested in listening to 
them and learning from them, 


From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
Li Blinman Street... 
New London, Connecticut 
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SOCIETY PURCHASES EARLY VOLUME 
OF CONNECTICUT GAZETTE 


Thirty-six bound issues of The Connecticut 
Gazette for the year 1784 have been pur 
chased by the Society. This volume, which 
adds strength to our early files of this 
historic newspaper , bears special interest 
in that each issue is hand addressed to 
"Dr. Woodbridge." It is believed that 
these issues were subscribed to by Dr. 
Dudley Woodbridge, the son of Reverend 
Ephraim Woodbridge of Groton, and the 
uncle of New London's Reverend Ephraim 
Woodbridge, Information from a dependable 
source indicates that Dr. Woodbridge serv— 
ed as a minister for a time after the 
death of his father, and that he lived in 
Mystic and Stonington during his long and 
useful life, | 


Cnly two issues cf the Gazette antedate 
this velwae in the Society's files. This 
interesting paper was established as a 
weekly on November 18, 1763 by Timothy 
Green under the title of "The New London 
Gazette." The title changed five times 
before March 6, 1805 when it was called 
"The Connecticut Gazette,” a title which 
persisted until the final issue some time 
after 1820. 


Our files of the Gazette provide invalu- 
able source material for the researcher 


’ . who is interested in the life of the late 
18th and early 19th century in America. 
“While the local news of the day was min- 


imized because of the pressure of nation- 
al and foreign events, there is much 
valuable information about New Lendcon, 
The advertisements of these early days 
are mines of information about manners 
and customs, 
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